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coach) commonly called among themselves the Lively —
which trundled round every morning to pick up the bro-
therhood, and then deposited them at the proper minute
in the Parliament Close — often did this lumbering hack-
ney arrive at his door before he had fully appeased what
Homer calls "the sacred rage of hunger; " and vociferous
was the merriment of the learned uncles, when the sur-
prised poet swung forth to join them, with an extempo-
rized sandwich, that looked like a ploughman's luncheon,
in his hand. But this robust supply would have served
him in fact for the day. He never tasted anything more
before dinner, and at dinner he ate almost as sparingly
as Squire ToveH's niece from the boarding-school, —
	" Who cut the sanguine flesh in frustums fine,
And marvelled much to see the creatures dine."
The only dishes he was at all fond of were the old-
fashioned ones to which he had been accustomed in the
days of Saunders Fairford; and which really are excel-
lent dishes, — such, in truth, as Scotland borrowed from
France before Catherine de' Medici brought in her Ital-
ian virtuosi to revolutionize the kitchen like the court.
Of most of these, I believe, he has in the course of his
novels found some opportunity to record his esteem.
But, above all, who can forget that his King Jamie,
amidst the splendors of Whitehall, thinks himself an ill-
used monarch unless his first course includes cocky-leeky ?
It is a fact, which some philosophers may think worth
setting down, that Scott's organization, as to more than
one of the senses, was the reverse of exquisite. He had
very little of what musicians call an ear; his smell was
hardly more delicate. I have seen him stare about, quite
unconscious of the cause, when his whole company be-
trayed their uneasiness at the approach of an overkept
haunch of venison; and neither by the nose nor the pal-
ate could he distinguish corked wine from sound. He
could never tell Madeira from sherry, — nay, an Orien-
tal friend having sent him a butt of sheeraz, when he

